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CHAPTER ffi

THE WORKS OF PARASARA BHATTA -
A BRIEF ANALYSIS

Parasara Bhatta who is thus reputed to have been
a great successor of Ramanuja was a prolific writer of
great distinction. All his works-in Sanskrit or in Tamil-bear
the impress of his amazing scholarship and unquestionable
command of the language concerned. He wrote twelve
works - ten in Sanskrit and two in Tamil apart from
a good number of stray verses in Sanskrit. He is also
credited with several original interesting elucidations and
interpretations of some passages of Divyaprabandha which
are popular in the learned traditional circles as nirvaha-^.
Of the Sanskrit works only six are available in full and
all of them are printed. They are: the Astaslokl, the
Kriyadipa,   -the Bhagavadgunadarpana (Visnu-sahasra
namabhasya), the Sngunaratnakosa, the Snranganatha
stotra and the Srirangarajastava. His three other Sanskrit
works, namely, the Adhyatmakhandadvaya-vivarana, or
Vyakhya, the Tattvaratnakara and the Laksmikalyana
nataka are available only in a few fragments preserved
in the quotations of Vedanta Desika- Parasara's another
work, the Subalopanisad- vivarana is quoted for once by
Nrsimhadeva in his commentary AnandadayinI on the
Sarvarthasiddhi which is an auto-commentary by Vedanta
Desika on his  Tattvamuktakalapa.  Of his Tamil
compositions, the  Kaisikapurana,  also known as
Kaisika-mahatmya is available in print. His elaborate
commentary on a particular stanza - Maivannanamngunji
forming   part   of  the   celebrated   Tamil  work
Tiruneduntantakam of Tirumangai Alvar, which itself
forms part of the second thousand of the Divyaprabandha
is also available in print.2 As for the muktaka-s (stray